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year. This is still a serious public health issue, but it is a big improvement since the launch of the "Roll Back Malaria Initiative" by WHO in 1998, and the increase in malaria control initiatives has reduced the number of confirmed cases in the Asia-Pacific region from 8 million to 3 million cases per year. 4 Last year, we published news of progress in the fight against malaria in our journal. 6 Korea has already been classified as eliminated and Malaysia is recognized by WHO as being in the preelimination stage.
The Asia-Pacific region has its own special challenges with the emergence of resistance to frontline treatment. Artemisinin and its derivatives are recommended to be used as combination therapy. However, one can walk into pharmacies, and sometimes corner stores, in many Asian countries and be served with single drug artemisinin. In Africa, one of the mainstays of prevention has been the distribution of insecticide-treated mosquito nets (ITMNs). But they are not widely used in our region because of differing biology of the mosquito vectors and the emergence of insecticide resistance. The success of ITMNs relies on subjects being in or near the nets, and in Asia many species of the Anopheles mosquito bite earlier in the evening.
At the Asia-Pacific Academic Consortium for Public Health (APACPH), we must always be aware of the challenges presented by malaria in our teaching and research programs. All our public health students must be aware of the history and challenges of control and case management. New challenges will be brought with the climate changes that are occurring. Insect vectors are changing their feeding habits and their habitats with increasing urbanization. Then we have continuing problems with insecticide resistance and malaria drug resistance. Meanwhile we are waiting for a safe and effective vaccine.
This month in the journal we present a number of articles related to public health in our region. We begin with a review of climate change in the Mekong, an issue that just keeps getting more and more relevant to public health. With this review with the collaboration of our publishers Sage, we intend to make the first review article in the journal "open access." Available free to all, we hope that our reviews will be topical and relevant to public health practice and teaching in our region. The remaining articles reflect the diversity of our region with topics as diverse as traffic accidents in the tiny island state of the Maldives to diabetes in Korea and Malaysia. In the 21st century it is sad to hear of traffic injuries still occurring among motorcycle riders not wearing helmets. We have made great strides in public health, but there is still a lot more to achieve. In this issue, we also pay tribute to our late colleague, Professor Dr Jason Teoh Soon Hong, who made a major contribution to public health nutrition in our region.
